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A Shelter For Abused Children

A new shelter for abused children has been created in
Latvia. Today, a newly built crisis centre was opened in
Balvu district Rugaiji parish. Such facilities in Latvia are still
scarce and this is truly a great event for abused children,
even though these are volatile times for social care field.

This place was an overgrown meadow just a year ago.
Now a new and invaluable building has been built here —
the Latgale Regional Support Centre. The Centre is
capable of hosting and providing aid to roughly 30 abused
children. Even though high ranking state officials officially opened this centre, the State had
provided no funding whatsoever during construction works. Funds of sponsors, the majority of
which came from various foreign charity organizations and funds and local benefactors, were
used for construction of this Centre.

Premises of the Centre are very spacious and brightly illuminated. Each room can host up to
two persons. The environment is designed for children, who have experienced the gravest of
all abuses, to feel very cozy. In the Centre, both children and their mothers will receive help
by professional psychologists for faster recovery from the abuse.

Provision of rehabilitation services is the responsibility of the State, and employees of the
Centre are alarmed whether the newly built Centre will be occupied. Tenders on provision of
crisis centre services are organized annually. Last year the funds were granted to centers with
the lowest price offer and some of the centers had to be closed, for example, a centre in Talsi
town. However, the Minister for Welfare made a promise to find the funds necessary for
operation of the new centre.

Andris Bérzins, president of the Latvian Children’s Fund, anticipates that unfortunately the
number of abused children will increase in the future and stresses that austerity must not
apply to this field.

The Centre will become fully operation within one month, when the first children requiring
rehabilitation will be accommodated here.

- Original Text in Latvian Follows -
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No vardarbibas cietuso bérnu patvérums

Vardarbiba cietusiem bérniem Latvija ir par vienu
patvérumu vairak. Sodien Balvu rajona Rugaju pagasta
tika atklats jaunuzceltais krizes centrs. Sadu patvérumu
Latvija joprojam pietrikst, un, kaut art socialaja joma
Sobrid valda liela nedroSiba, Sis nelaimé& nonakusiem
bérniem ir patiesi liels notikums.

Vel pirms gada te bija aizaugusi plava. Tagad uzcelta
jauna un |oti vértiga €ka - Latgales regionalais atbalsta
centrs. Taja palidzibu varés sanemt aptuveni 30 no
vardarbibas cietusi bérni. Centru atklaj augstas valsts amatpersonas, tacu ta celtnieciba
valsts finanséjuma nav ne santima. Tas celts tikai par ziedotaju naudu - visvairak devuSas
dazadas arzemju labdaribas organizacijas un fondi, ka art vietéjie labdari.

Centra telpas ir plasas un gaiSas. Istabinas varés dzivot divata. Vide iekartota ta, lai bérni,
kas cietusi no vissmagaka nodarijuma - vardarbibas - Seit varétu justies majigi. Bérniem un
vinu mammam atguties no paridarijuma te palidzés profesionali psihologi.

Rehabilitacijas pakalpojumi janodrosina valstij, un darbinieki mazliet satraukti - vai
jaunuzceltais centrs nestavés tukss. Valsts konkurss par pakalpojuma sniegSanu krizu
centriem tiek izsludinats ik gadu, pérn naudu sanéma tie centri, kas piedavaja Iétako variantu,
un dazi tika slégti, pieméram, Talsos. Labklajibas ministrs gan sola - nauda jauna centra
darbibai tiks atrasta.

Latvijas Bérnu fonda prezidents Andris Bérzin$ prognoze, ka vardarbiba cietuso bérnu skaits
nakotné diemzel pieaugs. Un uz vinu rékina tauptt nedrikstot.

Pilnvertigi stradat centrs saks péc aptuveni ménesa. Tad arT Seit tiks ievietoti pirmie bérni,
kam vajadziga rehabilitacija.



