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“My time in San Jose is somewhat

those precious

e first love,”
goaltender Arturs Irbe
said, “T know how special it was to
have that first great playoff run and
have the fans cheering for us.”

T “My time in San
| Jose is somewhat
comparable to
one of those pre-
cious moments of
life." — Irbe

“He was the first one and there’s

San Jose Sharks finally c
the South B 9939

in Jose improved
their record by 58 points. But the
most mermorabi

came when the cighth-seeded Sharks
climinated the >

vent of the season
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[image: image2.jpg]A key member of that record-
team was Irbe
in the Sharks archives. For
set an NHL record by spending 4,412
minutes in goal (since broken by New

ctting

he

rter:

Jersey’s Martin Brodeur). Trbe also repre-

sented the team at the NHL All-Star

Game and was named “Shar
the Year” in a vote by the
sports media.

Irbe, who played for Russian power-

Area

house Dynamo Riga from 1986-91, made

a splash when he initially came to the
rea before the 1991-92 inaugur:

deal over Irbe because of the government
coup that was taking place in the Soviet
Union and his standing as one of the top
goaltenders in the world at that time. In
55 confer-

fact, his first United States pr
ence was at a major hotel near San

Francisco International Airport.

But that 1993-94 season gave Irbe’s
charming personality attention locally
and throughout North America. He

made the cover of San Jose Metros annu-

al “Best of the Santa Clara Valley” edi-
tion in September 1994 as the “Best
Sharks Player.”

And that incredible §
Playoff run was the s

tanley Cup

most memorable words — a phrase that

made newspaper headlines, columnist
puns and marketing campaigns — in
franchise history
quote he didn’t like, explained the ke
avictory in a playoff game was in his
ability to “make like wall.”

“Archie,” as he was known by his

teammates, became the Shar

supers

ar.

Trbe could “make like wall” as a goal-
tender, but he also knows how to bring
them down. As an activist devoted to lib-

erating his native country Latvia from
Soviet Union rule, Irbe is continuous|

y

dedicated to tearing down communist

barriers off the ice.

“The Wall” is a board member for the
st Fund, an all-volunteer, zero-

Kids Fi
overhead non-profit organization that

provides food, clothing, shelter and edu-
cation to abused and abandoned children

in Latvia.

“This matches how I would like to see

a charitable of

ganization run,” Irbe

ry penny goes to the kids. What
more can you ask for?”

Just before 2006, the Kids First Fund

pledged $120,000 for construction of a
new family shelter for abused children
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who also made his mark

s Player of

season. The local newspapers made a big

source for the three

. Irbe, who never knew a
to

first true

aid.

Latvia's Arturs Irbe makes “|

and single mothers in need in the Latgale
section of Latvia where two of every five
people is unemployed.

Irbe is also using his Sharks “star
power” to help raise money for Kids
First Fund. He’s including autographed
pictures of himself with newly released

copies of “Feeding Frenzy: The Wild
New World of the San Jose Sharks,”
s that

Steve Cameron’s book on the Shar]
came out after the 1993-94 season.
While Trbe’s time in San Jose ended
after the 1995-96 season, his NHL career
continued for another cight seasons with
stops in Dallas, Vancouver and Carolina.
Irbe played well for the Stars (1996-

97) and the Canucks (1997-98), bu his
time on Tobacco Road (1998-04) was the
most memorable. Trbe helped the
Hurricanes reach the 2002 Stanley Cup
Finals, led the NHL twice in games
played, had 17 shutouts over a three-year
period and went to his second NHL All-
Star Game in 1999.

Irbe played in 568 NHL games from
1991-04, won 218, posted a 2.83 goa
against average and had 33 shutouts.

These days, Irbe is playing in Austria
for Salzburg’s Red Bull hockey team. He

ike Wall” during preliminary round play at this year’s Winter Olympics.

was one of three goaltenders on Latvia’s
Olympic hockey team. Irbe helped Latvia
skate to a 3-3 tie against the United
States in their first game. Irbe lived up to
his nickname in the third period as he
turned away 18 of Team U.S.A%5 19
shots.

The Winter Olympics won’t be his last

time on the international stage this year.
Irbe will probably represent his country
at the World Championships in April.
Almost a decade has passed since Irbe
last wore ‘Teal. His name is still
sent on San Jose’s all-time lists
ategories. And
while his name on the team’s all-time star

omnipr
in various goaltender

chart has been passed by the likes of
Marleau and

Evgeni Nabokov, Patric

Joe Thornton, Irbe still has the distinc-

to have a

tion of being the first Shar
nationally recognized name.
After all, as Rusanowsky said, “There’s

nothing like the first time.”

on Lavietes is a free lance writer and pub-
lic relations consultant based in San Francisco.
He was an intern in the Sharks Media

Relations Department and still serves on their

Game Night Staff:





