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News Release
 
Kids First Fund Teams with Hockey Players to Benefit Children

Pucks autographed by hockey legends benefit Latvian children

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (November 13, 2003) …This holiday season, team up with your favorite hockey player to give a gift that benefits abused children in resource poor regions of the world.  The Kids First Fund, a U.S.-based not-for-profit organization, along with the National Hockey League, NHL Players’ Association, Minnesota Wild, eBay.com and eBay Canada as auction friends, will launch an all-online auction of hockey pucks signed by more than 115 NHL players and celebrities.

The “All-Stars Hockey Puck Auction for Kids” launches November 20, 2003 at   http://members.ebay.com/aboutme/kidsfirstfund and closes November 30, 2003.

NHL players and celebrities have generously contributed signed hockey pucks and other hockey memorabilia to go to the highest bidder.  All-Star auction contributors include:  Mario Lemieux, Jaromir Jagr, Pavel Bure, Mike Modano, Bill Guerin, Marty Turco, Ed Belfour, JS Giguere, Brian Leetch, Marian Gaborik, Nikolai Khabibulin, Jeremy Roenick, Jason Arnott, Teemu Selanne, Kids First Fund board member Arturs Irbe, Kids First Fund honorary director Sergei Zholtok and Mr. Hockey Gordie Howe.

The All-Star auction includes many signature items such as the game-used puck signed by Mike Modano from this 1,000th game and a blue WHA puck signed by Gordie Howe.  In addition to pucks, the All-Star auction includes unique items such as a Mark Messier signed helmet, an Ed Belfour signed hockey stick and an Arturs Irbe signed replica helmet and cage. 
Irbe, a founding board member of Kids First Fund and native Latvian, is eager to help those in his homeland, where the Kids First Fund currently provides support.  “While I’m away from the NHL and playing with the Chiefs in Johnstown,” he said, “I want hockey fans to know that I remain very concerned about the plight of abused children.  My friend Sergei Zholtok and I hope the fans support this All-Star Hockey Puck Auction for Kids.”

Proceeds from this auction will help protect abused children in countries where resources are extremely limited.  The Kids First Fund is an all-volunteer non-profit organization with no administrative or fundraising costs.  Every dollar raised will directly benefit children.  Current projects help children in Latvia where the Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also given to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund anticipates it will develop Latvia’s first family shelter for abused children and their mothers during 2004.    
“Sergei Zholtok of the Minnesota Wild and Arturs Irbe have been tremendous assets in organizing our auction,” explained board president Jay Sorensen.  “During 2003, Arturs and Sergei personally asked fellow NHL players to donate autographed hockey pucks and other items.  Their efforts along with the generosity of players and team staff will raise thousands of dollars for our projects in Latvia.  We’re asking NHL fans and their families to support these players in that mission this holiday season.”  

Auction Friends for the All-Star Hockey Puck Auction for Kids are:  the National Hockey League, NHL Players’ Association, Minnesota Wild, Inglasco, Logitech, The All Stars Hockey Team, eBay.com, eBay Canada, Canadian Internet Publishing, DB Air, Ltd., Moonlight Design, Swiss International Airlines and Irbe personal equipment manager Steve Swenson.

About the All-Star Hockey Puck Auction for Kids:  Bid, buy and help stop child abuse at the All-Star Hockey Puck Auction for Kids.  To browse through  auction items or place a bid, visit http://members.ebay.com/aboutme/kidsfirstfund
from November 20 through 30, 2003.  Over 160 signed items are available from over 115 NHL players and celebrities.  Payment may be made via PayPal, money orders and certified checks.  The eBay user ID member name for the All-Star auction is: KidsFirstFund.  Each item includes a certificate of authenticity printed on Kids First Fund letterhead, signed by its president, and describing the item’s pedigree.

About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org. 
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