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News Release

Kids First Fund Conducts Primary Research on Child Abuse in Latvia

Report receives high marks from a noted Mayo Clinic professor of child psychology

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (May 25, 2004) . . . In Latvia, the cost of replacing a door may sometimes be the difference between the protection or abuse of a child. 

According to “A Report on Systems to Protect Children from Abuse in Latvia,” police officers called to a Latvian home to stop alleged domestic violence may debate whether to enter, based on how much damage may be caused to the property.   This and other issues caused the Kids First Fund, a U.S.-based not-for-profit organization, to investigate the legal, social, economic and political conditions in Latvia to better understand how to prevent child neglect and abuse. 

“The Kids First Fund, founded in 1999, focuses its efforts on preventing child abuse, neglect and abandonment in countries where resources are limited,” explained Kids First President Jay Sorensen.  The organization’s most recent efforts have focused on Latvia. “Without a thorough understanding of the cultural fabric of that nation, our efforts to address the issues would be without merit.”  The report will help direct future grant-making by the Kids First Fund’s board as it selects Latvian agencies and organizations working to protect children. 

Judge Michael Dwyer, Milwaukee County Circuit Court, and Sorensen traveled to Latvia in fall 2003 and conducted three days of interviews with child welfare and social service professionals, members of the judicial system and government representatives as part of their research.  Their interviews came on the heels of a lecture series sponsored by Kids First Fund in May 2003, in which a social worker, judge, district attorney and state senator from the U.S. traveled to Latvia to exchange ideas.

“The debate between police officers occurred at one of our lectures in May 2003,” Dwyer explained.  “When we heard it, we realized how much more we had to learn about Latvian culture to effectively interface with the child welfare system to protect the children.”

(more)

Primary Research on Child Abuse in Latvia

The report outlines four potential areas of focus for future Kids First Fund projects in Latvia.  They include:

· Partnering with non government organizations (NGOs) and government agencies to address the issues of child abuse

· Placing an emphasis on rural areas and poverty; poverty is acute in large regions of Latvia

· Emphasizing professional education to help elementary school teachers, police officers and social workers recognize and treat women and children who may be victims of abuse

· Raising awareness and recognition of domestic violence

“The content of this report captures perfectly what I have learned in my travels to Latvia.”   said William N. Friedrich, Ph.D., professor of psychology, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine.  “The most effective approaches begin with an appreciation of the unique cultural aspects of the country and are followed up by a long-term commitment that allows the relationship and respect among all parties to grow and mature."  Friedrich’s research focuses on the impact of traumatic events on children, adolescents and adults.  


A complete copy of the report is available at the Kids First Fund website:  www.KidsFirstFund.org.  The report is available in English and Latvian language versions.

About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.
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