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News Release

 

Arturs Irbe and RBC Centura to Raise Thousands to Benefit the Kids First Fund
January 24th Fundraiser to Benefit New Home for Abused Children in Latvia

January 13, 2003, Raleigh, North Carolina, USA –  NHL Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Arturs Irbe may be a terminator on the ice, but outside the rink his fondness for his native Latvia is warming hearts.  On January 24, Irbe will team with RBC Centura Bank in a special Carolina Hurricanes Kids ’n Community Foundation auction benefiting the Kids First Fund, a not-for-profit organization aiding abused and abandoned children in developing economies including Latvia.  Irbe fans can participate in two ways:  enjoy the game from the RBC Centura Bank suite (with an opportunity to meet Irbe after the game), or bid on unique hockey memorabilia during the game.

“We hope to raise over $10,000 on January 24th to benefit the Kids First Fund and the work they are doing in Latvia,” said Arturs Irbe.  “Even though I live in the U.S. during the hockey season, my heart resides in Latvia.  I’m proud and honored to be able to help fight child abuse and neglect in Latvia in this way.  

All of the funds raised by the event will benefit the Kids First Fund and the development of the Kids ’n Family House at the Bulduri Family Care Centre in Latvia.  The Centre provides care for children ranging from toddlers to teenagers who have been removed from abusive home situations on a temporary or permanent basis.  The new Kids ’n Family House will provide an environment unique to Latvia in which these children can live in a family setting that includes shelter for an abused parent.  The funds will help transform a condemned building into a safe, attractive and loving home for children.

Hockey Sticks and More

Hockey fans will have a limited opportunity to purchase autographed gear and other collectibles during the game by participating in the Carolina Hurricanes Kids ‘n Community silent auction.  Among the items included in the auction are: 

· Autographed replica of the goalie helmet recently retired by Irbe

· Commemorative postage stamp and envelope issued by the Latvian Post Office and autographed by Irbe 

· Game-played goalie stick autographed by Irbe 

· Commemorative postage stamp issued by the Latvia Post Office to honor current Florida Panther and former Carolina Hurricanes player Sandis Ozolinsh (autographed)  

· Hockey stick autographed by Gordie Howe - - known as Mr. Hockey 

Enjoy the game in comfort

As part of the fundraiser, RBC Centura has donated its exclusive 18-person suite for the evening.  Fans may purchase two suite tickets for a $1,000 donation.  Irbe will visit with the donors after the game and each couple will receive signed memorabilia to include a goalie stick and collector’s book.  Donations of $1,500 per couple will also receive a replica goalie helmet and commemorative postal stamp.

“Working with Archie and the Kids First Fund to help children in Latvia is an example of our local involvement with global perspective.” said Terry Earley, VP of Marketing and Customer Management of RBC Centura, “Our concept of community service goes beyond the traditional definition.”

Suite reservations may be made by contacting the Kids First Fund at 414-961-1939 or by e-mail to Jay@KidsFirstFund.org.  

About the Kids First Fund.  Providing care and love to abused and abandoned kids is our primary focus via the services offered at the Bulduri Family Care Centre in the Republic of Latvia.  Programs are provided for children who are orphans, handicapped, sexually abused, physically abused and pregnant teenagers.  The Bulduri Family Care Centre provides complete residential care and therapy for children aged 5 through 17.  Continued mentoring and career training is provided for teens who leave the Centre as adults.  The Centre also operates seminars throughout Latvia to educate professionals such as doctors, social workers, prosecutors and police on sexual and physical abuse issues.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Arturs Irbe has been a board member since the founding of the organization in 1999.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.
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