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News Release
 
“Red Weather” Novel About a Latvian Immigrant Family in Milwaukee to Benefit the Kids First Fund

Author Pauls Toutonghi to be introduced by Latvian Ambassador Solveiga Silkalna 

at a Barnes & Noble book reading in New York City.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (June 2, 2006)  Pauls Toutonghi, a first generation Latvian American, will donate 5% of the royalties received from his debut novel RED WEATHER to the Kids First Fund.  The author is currently on a book tour in the United States to promote the novel.  He will be introduced to the audience by a representative of the Kids First Fund for select readings in New York City, Chicago and Milwaukee.  

Ms. Solveiga Silkalna, Latvia’s Ambassador to the United Nations, and a good friend of the Kids First Fund, will introduce the author at the June 12 reading in New York City.  Jay Sorensen, President of the Kids First Fund, will introduce Toutonghi at readings scheduled for Chicago and Milwaukee.  The author will include a bookmark designed by the Kids First Fund with every book signed.  The complete list of book readings, dates, times and venues appears on page 2 of this press release. 

The author first became aware of the Kids First Fund through his admiration of Latvian hockey great Arturs Irbe who is a member of the organization’s board of directors.  After learning more about the organization, he became a donor in 2003.  “The Kids First Fund is a great organization,” explained Toutonghi. “One of their current projects is offering support and outreach to abused and neglected children in Latvia. They’re building shelters and running education programs. They do good work. I’m excited to help in any way I can.” 

Pauls Toutonghi has firmly established himself in the literary community with short fiction prizes that include the Pushcart Prize, the first annual Zoetrope Short Fiction prize, the One Story magazine short story prize, and the Boston Review’s short story prize.  His stories have appeared in literary journals from coast to coast.

RED WEATHER (Shaye Areheart Books) is an extraordinarily funny and touching tale of a Latvian family trying to integrate in Milwaukee in 1989.  Narrated by the family’s fifteen-year-old son, Yuri Balodis, Toutonghi drew on his own experiences of fitting in as a first-generation American and conjures many of the same challenges he faced when he was a teenager.  While RED WEATHER depicts many other themes, such as the nature of father-son relationships and the visceral and disastrous consequences first love can bring, Toutonghi’s novel ultimately lends itself to a larger discussion of the challenges first-generation Americans face.

The following is a listing of locations where Pauls Toutonghi will read from RED WEATHER and be available for signing copies of the book:

June 12, New York City at 7:00 p.m.

Introduced by Ambassador Silkalna at Barnes and Noble (Chelsea location at 675 6th Avenue)

June 16, New York City at 7:00 p.m.

One Story reading at Pianos Restaurant and Bar (158 Ludlow St., between Stanton and Rivington Streets)

June 26, Milwaukee at 7:00 p.m.

Introduced by Jay Sorensen at the Harry W. Schwartz Bookshop in Bay View (2262 S. Kinnickinnic Avenue)

June 27, Chicago at 7:30 p.m.

Introduced by Jay Sorensen at the Bookslut Reading Series at The Hopleaf (5148 North Clark)

July 8, Middlebury, VT (time TBA)

Ilsley Library (75 Main Street)
Learn more about the author at his web site:  http://www.paulstoutonghi.com/

About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at KidsFirstFund.org.
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