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News Release
 
Randy Petersen’s InsideFlyer Magazine and WebFlyer.com  

Sponsor the 2006 Great Online Auction for Kids

Delta Air Lines and its SkyMiles® frequent flyer program join Randy by supporting the auction with tickets valid to any Delta destination in the world.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (April 3, 2006) . . . Itching to dip your toes in the ocean at Maui?  Planning a romantic trip to Rio de Janeiro?  Want to visit wonderful Copenhagen?  Beginning April 15, savvy travelers can spend time in great destinations while also benefiting abused children in resource poor regions of the world by participating in The Great Online Travel Auction for Kids.

Editor and publisher Randy Petersen, along with his InsideFlyer Magazine and WebFlyer.com Web site, is the official sponsor for the 2006 auction.  Randy, considered to be the world’s foremost authority on frequent flyer programs, will introduce the auction to over 100,000 InsideFlyer Magazine subscribers and to the thousands of travelers that visit WebFlyer.com.

“It’s rare that I get behind anything unless it’s about frequent flyer miles and points,” explained Petersen.  “But the future of kids in this world is more important than any mile or point I’ll ever earn.  I’m delighted Delta Air Lines is a part of this online auction.”

Delta’s SkyMiles program joins Petersen as a supporter of the 2006 Great Online Auction for Kids by placing “anywhere Delta flies” roundtrip tickets up for auction.  Travelers can bid on certificates valid to the hundreds of global destinations served by Delta Air Lines, Delta Shuttle and the Delta Connection carriers.    

“Delta is delighted to join Randy Petersen by taking a lead role in this auction by providing tickets to destinations prized by frequent flyers,” said Jeff Robertson, managing director of Delta’s SkyMiles program.  “Our huge expansion delivers more service to top vacation spots domestically and internationally such as Kona, Maui, Antigua, Cancun, Rio de Janeiro Rome, Tel Aviv, and Venice”

Delta is the world's second-largest airline in terms of passengers carried, and the leading U.S. carrier across the Atlantic offering daily flights to 503 destinations in 94 countries on Delta, Delta Shuttle, the Delta Connection carriers, and its worldwide partners. 

Starting summer 2006, Delta plans to offer customers more destinations and departures* than any global airline between the United States and Europe, India and Israel, including service on 11 new transatlantic routes from its Atlanta and New York-JFK hubs.  Delta also is a major carrier to Mexico, South and Central America and the Caribbean, with more than 35 routes applied for, announced or added since January 1, 2005. 
The Kids First Fund, a U.S.-based not-for-profit organization, along with participating airlines and hotels, will host the online auction of tickets and accommodations to destinations around the world including South America, South Africa, Europe, the Caribbean and destinations throughout the United States.  
The Great Online Auction for Kids launches April 15 at 4 p.m. (CST) at the Kids First Fund auction site at eBay.com and closes May 15.  

Visit the auction by clicking on the auction link at KidsFirstFund.org or via eBay.com at:   http://members.ebay.com/aboutme/kidsfirstfund.  The eBay user ID member name for The Great Online Travel Auction is: KidsFirstFund.
A sampling of the other travel companies featured in this year’s auction includes:   Airbus North America - American Airlines - ATA Airlines - Condor - Continental Airlines - Delta Air Lines - Diners Club Rewards - Hilton - InterContinental Hotels Group - Midwest Airlines - Southwest Airlines - Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide - Swiss International Air Lines - United Airlines - US Airways - Virgin Atlantic Airways.

The funds from this year’s auction will be contributed to the $200,000 budget required to fund the development of Latvia's first family shelter.  The shelter will create a safe refuge for abused children and their mothers in the rural and impoverished Latgale region of Latvia.  The Kids First Fund is an all-volunteer non-profit organization with no administrative or fundraising costs.  Every dollar raised will benefit children directly.  
* Based upon July 2006 schedules appearing in the Official Airline Guide.

About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at KidsFirstFund.org.
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