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News Release
 
Fans of Arturs Irbe and San Jose Sharks 

Can Relive Team History this Holiday 

While Helping Latvian Children

Book, autographed photo sales benefit Kids First Fund and abandoned, abused children in Latvia  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin (December 2, 2005) . . . Fans of Arturs Irbe and the Sharks have a great new gift to add to their holiday gift lists this year.  Feeding Frenzy:  The Wild New World of the San Jose Sharks takes an inside look at one of the NHL’s most successful expansion teams – and also benefits neglected and abused kids in Latvia, home of former Shark’s goalie Arturs Irbe.  Each book purchased at www.balticshop.com before February 28, 2006 will include a hand-autographed photo of Irbe in his current Riga 2000 jersey.

Feeding Frenzy:  The Wild New World of the San Jose Sharks is a limited edition book by sports reporter and columnist Steve Cameron.  Cameron is the author of other sports-oriented books, including commemorates on the Green Bay Packers and Portland Trail Blazers.  The book chronicles the birth of the team, detailing the early days of the franchise, the expansion draft, games at the Cow Palace and the subsequent move to the Shark Tank.   It gives special attention to the fairy tale 1993-94 season in which Latvia's dynamic duo of Arturs Irbe and Sandis Ozolinsh helped the team become Stanley Cup contenders.  The 160-page embossed-cover book includes numerous color photographs and special graphics with a particular emphasis given to goalie Arturs Irbe.  

Irbe, a native of Riga, Latvia, is a board member of the Kids First Fund, a U.S-based not-for-profit organization aimed at helping abused and abandoned children in Latvia.  Irbe donated the books and photographs to benefit the Kids First Fund and its projects. 

Irbe was drafted by the Minnesota North Stars in 1989 and began playing in the NHL in 1991. He played for the Sharks from 1991 to 1996.  With Irbe in the goal, the newly established Sharks made its first playoff appearance in the 1993/1994 season and upset the top-seeded Detroit Red Wings.  Irbe, affectionately known as Archie, was nicknamed "The Wall" and became a cult figure in San Jose, a status he still enjoys.  Irbe left the Sharks in 1996 to join the Dallas Stars and currently plays for Riga 2000, the top hockey club in Latvia.

"Money raised through this effort will fund the development of a family shelter for abused mothers and their children in Latvia which will open in 2007,” explained Irbe.  “I am proud to be a supporter of the work the Kids First Fund is doing in the Latgale region of my homeland.”  

Only 5,000 copies of Feeding Frenzy were printed; each book is individually hand-numbered and only a limited number are still available.  The book/photo package are available for a special price of $35 (a $50 value) at www.balticshop.com.  Through a special arrangement with BalticShop.com, 100 percent of book sales will benefit the Kids First Fund.  For more information about the organization visit www.kidsfirstfund.org.

Specific item link at BalticShop.com:  http://www.balticshop.com/item.msql?item=40007
Alternatively, visitors may enter “Arturs Irbe” as search keywords at the site to find the item.

About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.
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