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News Release

Kids First Fund Elects William Friedrich to Board of Directors
Milwaukee, Wisconsin (September 27, 2004) . . . William Friedrich, Ph.D. and member of the pediatric and psychology staff at Mayo Clinic, has been elected to the Kids First Fund Board of Directors. He replaces Ojars Kalnins, executive director of the Latvian Institute, who served on the board since 1999.  

“We have been fortunate to have the advice and wise counsel of Ojars for the past five years,” said Jay Sorensen, president of Kids First Fund.  “His responsibilities at the Latvian Institute continue to grow; as such, he has volunteered his board position to Dr. Friedrich.”

In his work in clinical psychology at Mayo Clinic Rochester, Friedrich studies the impact of traumatic events on children, adolescents and adults.  He earned his Ph.D. in clinical psychology from University of North Dakota, an M.P.H. in behavioral sciences from the University of Texas, and completed a clinical psychology internship at the Texas Research Institute of Mental Sciences.  His research on the impact of traumatic events on children has resulted in the development of the Child Sexual Behavior Inventory and the Adolescent Sexual Behavior Inventory, two scales that can be used as outcome measures for treatment.  Friedrich has also participated as a team member for child abuse-related project work in Latvia, and other eastern European countries, through the Soros Foundation and as a Fulbright Scholar. 

“Dr. Friedrich’s work on the trauma of child neglect and abuse will be particularly helpful to the Kids First Fund board as we plan programming and services to meet the needs of children and childcare workers in resource-limited countries,” said Sorensen.  “We’re delighted to have him join us on the board.”


 About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund helps abused and abandoned children.  We protect children from abuse.  We empower young adults with a positive future.  We strengthen families.  We build awareness of child abuse.  We operate in countries where resources are very limited.  Current projects provide support for children in the democratic republic of Latvia located on the Baltic Sea.  The Kids First Fund supports programs to educate child welfare professionals such as police officers, judges, social workers and prosecutors on child abuse issues.  Direct assistance is also provided to centers providing care for abused children.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.
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