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News Release 







Contact:  Jay Sorensen

Telephone:  414-961-1939 
Facsimile: 414-961-6152

Web site:  www.KidsFirstFund.org 

Wisconsin-Based “Euro Coin Drive for Kids” Benefits International Charity for Abused Children Before The Euro Makes National Coins Worthless. 

Students help turn loose francs, drachmas and pesetas into help for sexually and physically abused children and a free trip to the United Nations in New York..


February 1, 2002.  Shorewood, Wisconsin, USA, –  Where are the leftover guilder from your European tour in 1983?  Or the francs from your business trip last year?  The Kids First Fund wants to collect them to help neglected and abused children around the world.

The Euro officially arrived on January 1, 2002 with the introduction of 50 billion coins in the twelve Eurozone Countries.  The Kids First Fund, in cooperation with Wells Fargo Bank, Midwest Express Airlines, Rufus King International Baccalaureate High School, The International Institute of Wisconsin and the Consular Corps of Wisconsin, has organized the Euro Coin Drive for Kids to encourage Wisconsin-based travelers to donate European coins and paper money prior to the conversion deadline of the Euro currency.  

Europeans are cleaning out their drawers of old coins and donating them to charities before the primary deadline of February 28, 2002.  After that date, the coins and paper currency of the Eurozone Countries Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Portugal and Spain will become worthless.  The Kids First Fund is encouraging Wisconsin travelers to do the same.

The Euro Coin Drive for Kids will launch on February 5, 2002 at 9:30 a.m. with an event at Rufus King International Baccalaureate High School, a Milwaukee Public School located at 1801 West Olive Street.  Students at this school will be invited to participate in the Euro Coin Drive for Kids.  Two students, along with a teacher escort, will win a free trip to New York and a special VIP tour of the United Nations.  Students at this school qualify to win the New York trip by participating in the Euro Coin Drive for Kids.  Each of the 1,400 students at Rufus King International Baccalaureate High School will receive a Euro coin, and information about the Euro, in commemoration of the launch of the Euro and the Euro Coin Drive for Kids.  Air travel is donated by Midwest Express Airlines and the United Nations tour is arranged by the International Institute of  Wisconsin and the Consular Corps of Wisconsin.  
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The statewide Euro Coin Drive for Kids will accept coins from February 5 through February 28, 2002 at the following collection locations: 

· 57 Wells Fargo Bank locations throughout Wisconsin.

· Midwest Express Service at the Midwest Express Center in Milwaukee.

· The International Institute of Wisconsin, 1110 North Old Third Street, Suite 420, Milwaukee.

Simply bring coins and paper currency from any European country, or foreign currency from anywhere in the world, to a collection location for donation.  (Sorry, but receipts are not provided.)  

“Wells Fargo is a local bank with global connections,” said Lanny Little, president of Wells Fargo Wisconsin.  “That makes us a natural partner for the Euro Coin Drive for Kids and the Wisconsin-based Kids First Fund.”  
“We are proud that Rufus King International Baccalaureate High School was chosen for the launch of the Euro Coin Drive for Kids,” said Andrew Meuler, assistant principal in charge of Rufus King International Baccalaureate High School, “Participation in the coin drive involves our internationally-oriented students in major events, such as the Euro changeover, and allows them to help children in far away places like Latvia.”

“This is a cause in which every franc, drachma and peseta counts!  We hope to realize $40 from every pound of coins gathered during this coin drive,” said Jay Sorensen, volunteer and president of the Kids First Fund.  “These coin drives have been extremely successful in Europe, with a tremendous amount of money raised for charity.  Wisconsin has a growing connection with the world through trade and travel, so it makes perfect sense to try it here.”  Collected currency will be sent to England for processing and counting.  Coins and paper currency from 150 countries worldwide, to include countries outside of the Eurozone, will be accepted.  

“The International Institute and the European consulates based in Milwaukee are delighted to assist the Kids First Fund and to raise International awareness here at home,” said Al Durtka, president of the International Institute and secretary of the Consular Corps of Wisconsin which includes the Milwaukee-based consulates of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Norway and Sweden.  “During this drive we will reach thousands of members and supporters, who are extremely well-traveled, and expect to receive boxes and boxes of coins at the headquarters of the International Institute.” 

About the Kids First Fund.  The Kids First Fund supports the Bulduri Family Care Centre in Republic of Latvia.  Programs are provided for children who are orphans, handicapped, sexually abused, physically abused and pregnant teenagers.  The Bulduri Family Care Centre provides complete residential care and therapy for children aged 5 through 17.  Continued mentoring and career training is provided for teens who leave the Centre as adults.  The Centre also operates seminars throughout Latvia to educate professionals such as doctors, social workers, prosecutors and police on sexual and physical abuse issues.  The Kids First Fund is a very efficient non-profit organization and does not incur any expenses since all time and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.    
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