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Kids First Fund Sponsors Child Abuse Seminars

U.S. Experts to Visit Latvia to Discuss Child Abuse and Domestic Violence

April 29, 2003, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA –  For the second time, The Kids First Fund and the Bulduri Family Care Centre will hold a series of seminars for Latvian justice, legislative and social welfare professionals on topics related to child abuse and the protection of women.  The seminars, to be held in four locations in Latvia during May, will be similar to the very successful series of seminars held during 2001 which attracted 180 attendees at three locations.     

The 2003 series of seminars, called “An Introduction to U.S. Laws Protecting Children and Women From Abuse,” will concentrate on legislative and legal issues related to child abuse and domestic violence.  Speakers for the seminars include:  Judge Michael Dwyer, Milwaukee County Circuit Court; Margaret Flood, Social Worker; Wisconsin State Senator Joanne Huelsman (Retired); and Phillip Koss, Walworth County District Attorney.


The seminars will feature a discussion of topics relevant to Latvian legislators, social workers, police, prosecutors, lawyers, government ministry staff, judges and others involved in protecting children and women from abuse.  The agenda will include presentation and discussion on subjects such as:

· Overview of U.S. legislation such as the testimony of children, restraining orders for abusive spouses and mandatory reporting of abuse (all current issues in Latvia)

· Creating effective and enforceable legislation

· Cultivating support from legislators, ministries, community organizations, media and citizens for the passage of laws protecting children and women

· Success and failures of the U.S. legal system in providing protection to children and women

“The 2001 seminar series was a huge success,” said Kristiana Andersone of the Bulduri Family Care Centre.  “We realize laws to protect Latvia’s children require more development and want to learn more about legislation in the areas of child abuse and prevention.  By drawing on the experiences of officials who are more experienced on these topics, we can work to ensure the safety of women and children throughout the country.”

More

Kids First Fund Seminars

Page 2

The 2003 seminar series will reach a total of 240 professionals at the following locations in Latvia:

· Liepaja (Western Latvia):  Monday, May 12, 2003

· Jurmala/Riga:  Tuesday, May 13, 2003

· Rezneke (Eastern Latvia):  Thursday, May 15, 2003

· Valmiera:  Friday, May 16, 2003

"Our desire is to provide examples of legislation that have proven to be effective in preventing child abuse and domestic violence," said Jay Sorensen, Kids First Fund president and volunteer.  "We have an exceptional team of speakers who want to share their successes and failures with crafting legislation in the United States.  We hope these examples, when combined with the Latvian perspective of the attendees, will spark vigorous discussions on the issue of child abuse and domestic violence.” 

Participation in the seminars is offered free of charge to legislators, social workers, police, prosecutors, lawyers, government ministry staff, judges and others involved in protecting children and women from abuse.  Participants may learn more and register by contacting Ms. Kristiana Andersone, registrar for the seminars and executive director of the Bulduri Family Care Centre in Latvia at 371-775-4024. 

The Bulduri Family Care Centre provides complete residential care and therapy for children aged 5 through 17.  Programs are provided for children who are orphans, handicapped, sexually abused, physically abused and pregnant.  Continued mentoring and career training is provided for teens who leave the Centre as adults.  

The Kids First Fund, a non-profit organization established in 1999, works to end child abuse and abandonment in resource-limited countries.  Its primary program focus in recent years has been the Bulduri Family Care Centre.  The Kids First Fund does not incur any expenses as all staffing and services are donated.  Learn more at www.KidsFirstFund.org.
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